Saddleworth School Curriculum Statement

1. Rationale

The curriculum at Saddleworth School is based on the premise of “A Humanising Curriculum with and International Dimension”. This means that the expectation of all students should be to experience a curriculum which not only prepares them for their chosen learning pathway in further education or employment, but develops and encourages a deeper understanding of the world in which they live, their own values and those of others from differing belief systems. The curriculum is personalised according to need and aspiration and draws on the best elements of the schools Language College work to develop a broader understanding of life and learning from an international perspective.

2. Key Stage 3

The curriculum is designed to provide a broad balanced range of content in keeping with National Curriculum requirements delivered in such a way as to enable all students to demonstrate exceptional progress from their starting point. The curriculum includes a wide variety of learning experiences provided both in and out with the classroom. Students in Y7 and Y8 follow a course of English and Philosophy for which an additional time element is provided from that normally allocated for RE, PHSE, and Drama alongside more traditional subjects. All foundation subjects are given equal weighting as are core subjects in order to give the students a balanced learning experience. There is an additional time allowance within EP to enable more gifted linguists to begin the study of a second language, whilst others may pursue a programme of functional English and /or literacy. Students receive the equivalent of two hours of PE per week in keeping with National guidelines. Y9 students receive a similarly balanced curriculum, but EP is replaced by English and those subjects previously subsumed.

Year 7 and 8 Curriculum Hours per fortnightly cycle:

	Subject
	Hours per cycle

	English and Philosophy (Incorporating English, RE, PHSE and Drama)
	10

	Mathematics
	6

	Science
	6

	Modern Foreign Language
	4

	Second Language / Functional English
	2

	Geography
	4

	History
	4

	Design Technology
	4

	Physical Education
	4

	Information and Communication Technology
	2

	Art
	2

	Music
	2

	Total hours
	50

	Additional hours for Assembly, form period etc.
	2.5



Year 9 Curriculum Hours per fortnightly cycle:

	Subject
	Hours per cycle

	English 
	6

	Mathematics
	6

	Science
	6

	Modern Foreign Language
	4

	Second Language / Functional English
	2

	Geography
	4

	History
	4

	Design Technology
	4

	Physical Education
	4

	RE and PHSE
	3

	Information and Communication Technology
	2

	Art
	2

	Music
	2

	Drama
	1

	Total hours
	50

	Additional hours for Assembly, form period etc.
	2.5





3. Curriculum offer and Options at KS4

The curriculum at KS4 is designed to enable all students to follow a highly personalised pathway in order to access their chosen progression route at the end of Y11. The majority of students will progress to level 3 courses of study and the majority of these will go onto University. Many of our students will successfully apply for high performing Universities with very exacting entry standards. The KS4 curriculum is designed to provide for those entry standards for students who aspire to that pathway. The option blocks are based on historical choice and personalised routes of specialism or breadth, but the majority of students will follow a diet of:

English
Maths
Science
History or Geography
A modern foreign language of choice
A qualification in PE
A qualification in RE
Two option subjects of personal choice

Not all students aspire or are able to access the university entry route. A different curriculum is offered to these students comprising the same core and option pattern with a double allocation of time provided for a vocational subject of choice, usually a resulting in level 2 BTEC qualification and every effort is made to ensure that all students have a personalised route of preference and aspiration

A student will be able to change an option late in the year as aspirations and plans can change and it is important that the offer is designed to meet the needs of the child (within practical limitations) and not the school systems.

	Subject
	Hours per cycle

	English 
	7

	Mathematics
	7

	Science
	8

	Modern Foreign Language or Vocational Option
	5

	Humanities or Vocational Option
	5

	Option A
	5

	Option B
	5

	RE (Full Course GCSE / Short Course GCSE / PHSE (2:2) / PHSE only)
	4

	PE (GCSE / BTEC / Leadership/ Leisure)
	4

	Total hours
	50

	Additional hours for Assembly, form period etc.
	2.5







Sample Options Pattern
English
Taught in sets within half year blocks 
Science
Taught in sets within half year blocks 
Option A
Free or guided choice of one subject
Option B
Free or guided choice of one subject
PE Includes BTEC GCSE Core PE 
Maths
Taught in sets within half year blocks 
RE and PHSCE
Includes full and short course GCSE or other alternative courses
History or Geography
French or German or Spanish
Double vocational choice
“Short – Fat” BTEC courses (Guided Option)
Option A
Free or guided choice of one subject
Art
Drama
ICT
Music
Dance
Music Technology
Engineering
Graphic Products
Textiles
Food Technology
Geography
French
Mandarin Chinese

Option B
Free or guided choice of one subject
Art
Drama
Business Studies
Child Development
Engineering
Food Technology
ICT
Product Design
Separate Sciences top up
German
History

Double vocational choice
“Short – Fat” BTEC courses (Guided Option)
Travel and Tourism BTEC
Health & Social Care BTEC
Children’s Play Learning and Development BTEC
Business Studies BTEC
Skill Force (Guided only)
Asdan (Guided only)
Jamie Oliver Food BTEC (Guided only)




4. Progression beyond Saddleworth

Students will be provided with the information, advice and guidance they require in order to make the best decisions about progression route beyond Saddleworth. This takes place using both external and internal expertise and particularly in consultation with our partners in post 16 provision. Early entry for students in Maths and Languages will only be offered to those students who are likely to achieve the highest grades as lower grades may be to their detriment when applying to high performing universities and a course of further study will be offered to qualification standard to enable smooth transition to the level 3 course. Those students who pass their GCSE maths early and wish to follow a level three maths course will be offered the FSMQ in Additional Maths and the highest performing students in English and History are offered the AS level course in Critical Thinking as this both prepares them for 6th Form study and enhances their questioning and writing skills in these subjects.
