Religious Studies – GCSE
Why the subject is not just for vicars …
Tolerance
Evaluation
Synthesis
Analysis
Persuasive writing
Debate
Empathy
Enquiry
Respect
Critical thinking
Developing moral values
Reasoning

What skills and qualities do students develop?










Teachers of GCSE Religious Studies
Miss Sunderland – Curriculum leader
Ms Frear
Miss Cradock
Mr Tighe
Mr McCormick

Pupils follow AQA GCSE Religious Studies specification B. Full details of the course can be found at www.aqa.org.ukBoth papers will take place in the summer term of Year 11. The exams are usually a few days apart.
Students choose to answer 4 topics in each exam.
Each topic is worth 18 marks = 72.
There are 4 additional marks on the paper for SPAG (spelling punctuation and grammar).


Year 10: Religion and Life Issues
1. Prejudice and discrimination
2. Animal rights
3. Planet earth
4. War and peace
5. Early life
Year 11: Religion and morality
1. Matters of life
2. Matters of death
3. Drugs and alcohol
4. Crime and punishment
5. Rich and Poor
6. World povertyLessons focus around enquiry about the above topics. We aim to develop curiosity; critical questioning and help students justify their opinions. Students are required to synthesise information, evaluate belief statements and apply religious teachings.
How can you support your child’s learning in Religious Studies?
You can encourage your child to read around the topics we are studying, watch relevant documentaries and discuss their learning. 
Support and revision materials are available on the VLE. The course textbook is used in lessons but can be purchased for revision:
AQA Religious Studies B – Religion and Life issues (Nelson Thornes, ISBN 9781408505137)
[bookmark: _GoBack]AQA Religious Studies B – Religion and morality (Nelson Thornes, ISBN 9781408505144)



