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Ref: MMN/ARE

8th February 2013

Dear Parent / Carer

We have now received the results from the comprehensive survey that we recently conducted with parents, pupils and staff. Mr Hall will write to you shortly to explain the results and we will hold a parents forum to outline what actions we are taking as a consequence of the feedback.

The survey has revealed that whilst we have many strengths, one area where we could improve on is our school building and ensuring that the site is as pleasant and tidy as we can make it. I want to outline the steps that we are taking to try and get on top of the situation. 

Litter is unpleasant; it attracts vermin such as mice, rats and scavenging birds and its very presence contradicts our values of aiming high and being respectful. Pupils who use the canteen are by and large a credit to their families. When the area is supervised and at lunchtime, children clear their trays and ensure that tables are tidy for the next person to use. The same cannot be said of pupils who eat outside, around the school site. 

In future pupils will not be allowed to wander around the site with food. They will only be permitted to eat in designated areas, namely, the school canteen, under the canopies, in the sandwich room or in a classroom with a teacher’s permission. To make this possible and comfortable, we have invested in two canopies, outdoor tables and litter bins.

Whilst it is reasonable for pupils to drink in any area of school, pupils should not be walking around the building or the site with drinks and obviously, any disposable cans or bottles should go in the bins provided. Please be aware that some pupils use lunch money to buy energy drinks from local shops, that have a very high caffeine content and should not be sold to children.

I have explained the new arrangements to staff and pupils so from now on, pupils seen dropping litter or damaging the environment can expect to be given a litter picking detention. This will mean that they will be given appropriate equipment and will work with the site team to clean up after the school day. 

Part of what we should be doing as a school is nurturing community spirit and social responsibility. I am convinced we can do more by working together to improve our environment and I would welcome your support in helping us to improve further the habits that will make the school and our world a better place to live.

No one in school should ignore litter. If a pupil is standing near to “clean” litter and is asked to pick it up and put it in a bin then they should do so straight away. Any pupil that argues with a member of staff about picking up litter can also expect to get a litter picking detention. 

Thank you for your on-going support. 
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Matthew Milburn

Headteacher
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(The information in this letter should be shared with any other person(s) with parental responsibility for your child)
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