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DWN/GPD/SWR

27th January 2016

Dear Parent/Carer

I would like to draw your attention to a number of important events affecting our Y9 students in the coming weeks.

As you will probably be aware, the early part of the spring term marks the start of the options process where your child will make decisions about the subjects they will study next year. This is probably one of the most important decisions they will make regarding their future direction and it is important that this is an informed choice. To this end we will be holding an Options Evening on Wednesday 3rd February 2016 from 7.00 p.m. when you and your child will be able to talk with subject leaders about the subjects we have on offer and I will talk with you about the way that we have structured the options and how choices can be made. This was a very well attended event last year and to avoid congestion, the talk will take place twice in the hall at 7.30 pm and 8.00 pm and the “Marketplace” arrangement for meeting subject teachers will take place in the dining area, Maths classrooms and upstairs in the MMRC and Language areas from 7.00 pm.

As well as staff from the subjects on offer, there will also be representation from Oldham Sixth Form College, Greenhead College, Oldham College, Clarenden College and Ashton College to answer questions about progression routes from the choices your child is considering; we are also hoping to have an ambassador from the apprenticeship scheme so that students who need to can talk to someone about their first hand experience.

The option form (draft sample only) and information are part of this booklet should come out at the beginning of next week, but as a school we feel that it is important that our students take as much advice as possible when making their option choices so official forms will only be sent out shortly before Consultation Evening and we will not accept any returned forms until after the Consultation Evening which are on Tuesday 9th February for NAVYE and Tuesday 23rd February for TGOLD. There is not a first come first served approach to options but we would like all forms to be returned by Friday 4th March 2016 after which we may not be able to guarantee a place on popular options.

This is one of those times in a young person’s life when the partnership of student, School and Parent or Carer is at its most important in helping them to prepare the way towards in the future they desire and I look forward to working with you as part of that partnership.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Yours sincerely,			
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Mr D A Watson				Mr G Pollard
Associate Headteacher			Home School Leader Year 9
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Saddleworth
School

High Street, Uppermill
Oldham, OL3 6BU

Tel: 01457 872072

Fax: 01457 870190

Web: www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr M Milburn
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