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Ref: CMO/ARE

6th November 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parent/Carer

I would like to extend a formal invitation to you all to attend the first Parent Group meeting of the year on Wednesday, 11th November from 6.30pm – 7.30pm in the MMRC.

When I came to post in the Summer term I held an initial meeting to share my ideas and vision. What was lovely is the fact I came away with far more ideas from those that kindly gave their time to attend. Like anything that is new there really is an awful lot to put into place. When established I really believe it could be great.

What was key in the discussions held is the importance to recognise that everyone has different strengths and interests. I know family life already has many commitments and time is precious. What was suggested is that separate groups were set up, each with different focuses and remits. That way people able to support could choose the one of interest and not have to over commit their time on aspects they didn’t enjoy.

The majority of the ideas raised in the summer centred around putting on family events to bring together a sense of community, so I thought this would be a perfect one to start with. 

Typically this sort of group and these type of events also raise money for school. As an organised group we will seek to register as a charity to maximise our efforts and eligibility for grants. Any money raised will be managed by the group. What the money is spent on will be determined by the group. There is no hidden agenda and there are no pre-determined ideas. Every penny will be protected for the enrichment of our students. The money will be audited, the amounts raised will be openly shared and even more excitingly the projects that they support or have develop showcased in our magazine to celebrate the difference it has made.

If you have any ideas you would like to share, time you can spare then please get involved. Come along, help shape what it might look like and what you would like it to be.  I would really love for it to be a parents group, run by the parents and for the parents . . .just facilitated and advertised by myself rather than being led by myself.

With the promise of tea and cakes I hope we can convince you to get involved. If you do think this is something you would like to be part of please can I ask you to rsvp and let me know on c.mcmurdo@saddleworthschool.org. 

You don’t have to sign your life away, you can literally do as much or as little as you like. If this isn’t something for you then please don’t worry, hopefully one of the next opportunities will be more of interest to you. 

Thank you for your continued support.
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Mrs McMurdo
Assistant Headteacher. Community and Operations
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