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Ref: MMN/ARE

12th November 2013

Dear Parent / Carer

We would like to invite you to a Parent Forum on Monday, 25th November at 6pm in the school hall. These meetings are designed to enable parents to have a voice in how the school is organised and run. They have an impact, indeed last year we deferred the introduction of the new school day by twelve months as a direct consequence of parental concerns expressed via forum meetings. 

At the meeting on 25th we will discuss the new school day and the new school building, as well as provide an opportunity for consultation on a policy regarding differentiation. 

Parents will be aware that following consultation last year, we are planning to have a new school day from September 2014. The pattern for the new day is outlined below:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday                                          Wednesday
8.35am            Briefing Monday / Wednesday                        	Briefing Monday / Wednesday
8.45am            Ready or present session (pd 1 teacher) 		Ready or present session (pd 1 teacher)      
8.50am            Period 1                                                            Period 1
10.40am          Break                                                                Break
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.55am          Period 2                                                            Period 2
12.45pm          Assembly / Form Period Y8,10                           Assembly / Form Period for all pupils
                       Lunch for Y7, 9 and 11                                                
1.00 pm           Lunch for all pupils                                            Lunch for all pupils
1.25pm            Assembly / Form Period Y7,9,11                        Formal school finishes for pupils
1.40pm            Period 3                                                            A prospectus of extra-curricular activities is offered.
3.30pm            Finish

The shape of the new school day was discussed and amended in light of consultation last year. This year, we want to use the session on 25th November to update parents on the proposed pattern and in particular, explore a range of activities available on Wednesday afternoons when there will be no formal school, but a broad offer put on by local colleges, council service providers, teams, clubs and voluntary organisations. 

Proposals for the new school building have attracted a great deal of attention in recent weeks and there have been a series of meetings regarding the proposals. On 25th I will share with parents with my own factual account of where we are up to in developing a building that matches the vision and curriculum that we have at Saddleworth. Please do bear in mind that we are working in partnership to build the new school. The funding is coming from Government via the Education Funding Agency and issues relating to the site are being dealt with by the Local Authority. At this meeting we would like to focus on how the building might help to transform learning within Saddleworth School rather than getting embroiled in discussions regarding the site and budget. 

Previous forum meetings have involved table discussion and the opportunity for parents to share ideas with each other as well as the school. To this end we would like to have an idea of those who plan to attend. The meeting will run from 6pm until 7.30pm with approximately half an hour given to each item. All parents are warmly invited, please indicate on the slip below if you wish to attend. 

Many thanks
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Matthew Milburn
Headteacher

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I / we will / will not be attending the Parent Forum on 25th November at 6pm. (please delete as appropriate). Or email info@saddleworthschool.org

Number of people ___________________	
	 
Pupil name:  ________________________________________ Form: _____________________ 

Signed:        _________________________________________ Date: _____________________  

Please return to the school reception.
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Saddleworth
School

High Street, Uppermill
Oldham, OL3 6BU

Tel: 01457 872072

Fax: 01457 870190

Web: www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr M Milburn
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