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URGENT ACTION REQUIRED - Important changes about the use of biometric information

Saddleworth School uses biometric technology to register pupils so they can access our cashless catering facility without the need to carry a swipe card.  Biometric information is safe, secure, easy to use and popular in many schools. An image of a fingerprint is taken and then converted into a mathematical algorithm.  The image is then discarded and only the numbers remain for identification.  The numbers cannot be converted back into a fingerprint image and cannot be used by any other source for identification purposes.  The vast majority of pupils at Saddleworth School are registered on our biometric system and children enjoy using the system.

At the start of each academic year we write to all parents of new pupils to let us know if they do not wish their child to be registered on our biometric system.  The law has now changed and, under the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 (sections 26 to 28), we are now required to obtain the written consent of at least one parent of every pupil in order for us to keep the biometric data we hold for current pupils.

Providing your consent/objecting 

As stated above, in order to be able to use your child’s biometric information, the written consent of at least one parent is required. However, consent given by one parent will be overridden if the other parent objects in writing to the use of their child’s biometric information. Similarly, if your child objects to this, we cannot collect or their biometric information.

You can also object to the proposed processing of your child’s biometric information at a later stage or withdraw any consent you have previously given. This means that, if you give consent but later change your mind, you can withdraw this consent. Please note that any consent, withdrawal of consent or objection from a parent must be in writing to the:

Business Manager
Saddleworth High School
High Street
Uppermill
OL3 6BU

Even if you have consented, your child can object or refuse at any time to their biometric information being taken/used. Their objection does not need to be in writing. We would appreciate it if you could discuss this with your child and explain to them that they can object to this if they wish. 

Swipe Cards

We introduced the biometric system for our cashless catering facility a number of years ago and it has proved to be very popular.  We elected for biometric technology rather than a conventional swipe card system for the following reasons:

· Swipe cards can be lost, stolen, damaged or simply forgotten;
· Lost or stolen swipe cards can be fraudulently used to access a school meal account;
· There is a replacement charge of £5;
· Swipe cards cost the school more to administer than biometrics potentially diverting precious resources away from key areas. 

These reasons still hold true today and biometric technology remains our preferred choice.

A swipe card will be issued to any child for whom we do not receive consent to register on our biometric system.  It is vital therefore if you wish your child to remain on the biometric system that you sign and return the consent form.  

I do hope that you will support us in our use of biometric technology in school.

Further information and guidance 

The school is happy to answer any questions you or your child may have.  Further guidance can also be found via the following web links:  

Department for Education’s ‘Protection of Biometric Information of Children in Schools – Advice for proprietors, governing bodies, head teachers, principals and school staff’: 
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f00218617/biometric-recognition-systems-

ICO guide to data protection for organisations: http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/data_protection/the_guide.aspx

ICO guidance on data protection for education establishments: 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/sector_guides/education.aspx



Yours sincerely,
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Garrie Smith
Business Manager



CONSENT FORM FOR THE USE OF BIOMETRIC INFORMATION IN SCHOOL
 
Please complete this form if you consent to the school taking and using information from your child’s fingerprint image by Saddleworth School as part of an automated biometric recognition system. This biometric information will be used in our cashless catering system.

In signing this form, you are authorising the school to use your child’s biometric information for this purpose until he/she either leaves the school or ceases to use the system. At this point all biometric information held for the individual will be permanently deleted.

[image: ]………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Having read guidance provided to me by Saddleworth School I give consent to information from the image of a fingerprint of my child:

Name:							Form:		 

being used by Saddleworth School for use as part of an automated biometric recognition system for the cashless catering system
. 
I understand that I can withdraw this consent at any time in writing. 

Name of Parent/Carer:  					

Signature: 							Date:			


Please return this form to the box on reception at school by 19th July 2013 at the latest.

Thank you
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Saddleworth
School

High Street, Uppermill
Oldham, OL3 6BU

Tel: 01457 872072

Fax: 01457 870190

Web: www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr M Milburn
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