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22nd May 2015

Dear Parent/Carer

A rather short half term has come to an end and Year 11 pupils are more than half way through their examinations.  They’ve been a fantastic year group made up of thoroughly decent, creative and dynamic characters. It’s always sad saying goodbye after five years and we wish them well in their exams and in their future lives.  

With the departure of Year 11 the new Head Boy and Head Girl have been elected and it was inspiring to listen to the presentations that each of the eight candidates made to the entire year group. After a comprehensive appointment process, Ira Wall has been named as Head Boy and Emine Cakir has been made Head Girl with Sam Darke-Williams and Lydia Hood as their Deputies. Well done to all those in Year 11 who put themselves forwards for leadership roles and in particular to those who have been made Prefects at the first time of asking. 

Progress on the design for the new building has been rapid and the proposed period for consultation on the design and associated highways works starts from 26th May. Interserve (the builder) is working with Oldham Council to put on a number of consultation events whereby local people can look at the plans and have their say. I would like to thank those members of the Technical Committee who have given up their time to help us come up with what I believe to be an excellent scheme given the financial and site constraints with which we’ve had to work. 

To align with the new building we have, over the last term, restructured our leadership team which has led to some further staffing changes. Mr Watson is now Associate Headteacher and Miss Peek is Deputy Head with responsibility for Progress and Quality. Mrs Briggs is Assistant Headteacher for Staff Development and Wellbeing and she is joined by Mr Anderson who will assume responsibility for Behaviour, Safety and Inclusion whilst Mrs McMurdo takes responsibility as Assistant Head for Community links and Operations. 

The restructure becomes active straight after half term to provide us with time to fully prepare prior to the new academic year. We have also completed the appointments to Home School Leader posts that are an enhancement on the previous Learning Co-ordinator roles. Mrs Kernohan has decided to resume the role of Curriculum Leader for History and will hand on Year 7 to Ms Cook who has been made a Home School Leader. Mr Pollard has also been promoted to the Home School Leader role for Year 8 and Mr Barker (having seen the current Year 11 through) will take responsibility for Year 9. Miss Campbell will become Home School Leader for Year 10 and Mrs Blezard-Downs will work on transition arrangements for our new intake as the Home School Leader for Year 7. 

It is a mark of our strength of staffing that all of these posts have been filled internally. Due to these well-earned promotions we have also appointed Mr Cree to the post of acting Curriculum Leader for PE and we’ve brought in a new Curriculum Leader for English (Ms Armstrong currently at Hollingworth High School) who takes up post in September.  We should put on record our thanks to Mr Gallagher who joined us as Acting Deputy Head for a term and half to enable us to make the transition to the new structure and who has done an excellent job in ensuring the continuity and stability of the school. We wish him well with his second retirement!

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the beginning of July we will be undertaking Pupil Driven Reviews with every child in school. Pupils are expected to be in for one of the four days on which the reviews take place. That said, supervised study areas are available if they would prefer to be in school. We have restructured our school year so that all pupils get the requisite 190 days of education and all teachers work 195 days. By spreading training across our Wednesday afternoons we have been able to find the time to conduct Pupils Driven Reviews. I would strongly urge all parents / carers to attend the allocated appointment(s). The evidence is compelling; children learn and grow when they reflect deeply on their progress, feel listened to and genuinely supported by home and school. These meetings are unique to Saddleworth and are designed to ensure that each child is able to explain where they are up to in their learning and what would help them to achieve their dreams. Miss Peek is masterminding the complex appointment process which you will appreciate is not easy.  Please make every effort to attend at the allocated time; we know from feedback that many parents find it to be a useful, powerful and at times emotional insight into their child’s progress in school and life. 

Thank you for your support of our school, we are all feeling a sense of liberation now that OfSTED is behind us and we can really focus on ensuring that we provide the very best education for your child. 

Yours sincerely 
[image: ]
Matthew Milburn
Headteacher
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