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Ref: CCK/ARE

19th November 2014

Dear Parent/Carer

As part of Saddleworth School’s ongoing mission to teach the importance of equality and tolerance, and as part of our policy on bullying, we are delighted to inform you that the school will be hosting a Year 7 anti-bullying day. This event has been organised in response to feedback from Form Reps in Year 7 and students will be working with both staff and local community groups to explore and challenge issues surrounding bullying and discrimination. The aim of the day is to drive home the message that working alongside each other means better lives, prosperity, and health for all concerned.

An action-packed timetable has been planned, which will be launched by Colette Morris from Oldham Council who will be talking to students about cyber bullying and how to stay safe online. 

Manchester-based Hope Theatre Company will be visiting the school to perform their groundbreaking play Out Loud to all year groups. Based on interviews with young people in Greater Manchester, Out Loud explores topics including homophobia, cyberbullying, faith and sexuality, and hate crime. It aims to challenge students to think about their own attitudes to others in and around school. 

Year 7 students will then be participating in workshops run by People First, a local charity that works with people with learning difficulties. The students will learn about the day to day challenges faced by people with both physical and learning difficulties, and how the volunteers from the group have themselves tackled bullying. This will be followed up by a session run by the Learning Base where staff will signpost students towards the different forms of support offered throughout school to help students who are concerned about bullying.

In addition to the support systems which the school already has in place to tackle bullying, this year the number of Year 11 anti-bullying ambassadors has been increased; all prefects have now been fully trained so that they can confidently deal with any issues which arise. Keen to promote the work that they do in school, the Year 11 anti-bullying ambassadors will be talking about their role and how they can help students. The ambassadors will then work with the year 7s to produce some creative work reflecting on the themes of the day. 

As a school we are very excited to have the opportunity to involve all year 7s in such a worthwhile event, and hope that students will leave feeling more confident, have a greater understanding as to how to access help within school, and be better equipped to stay safe. 

The anti-bullying policy at Saddleworth School has recently been reviewed and a copy of this policy is available on the school website and is printed into students’ diaries; we would appreciate it if all parents and carers could take the time to read this policy. This week, all students have been involved in an anti-bullying assembly which has further highlighted what they should do if they have any concerns about bullying. A copy of this assembly is available on the school’s website for all parents, carers and students to access. We encourage all pupils to come forward if they are being bullied, either by speaking in person to a member of staff or an anti-bullying ambassador, online via the 24hr report button on the VLE or through the drop box situated outside the main hall. We also ask all bystanders to play an appropriate part. We know from research that when bystanders do take a stand against bullying, it stops within seconds. Let us all, as the Saddleworth School community work together to continue to make our school a safe and happy place.

Yours sincerely
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Miss C Cradock
PSHCE Coordinator
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High Street, Uppermill
Oldham, OL3 6BU

Tel: 01457 872072

Fax: 01457 870190

Web: www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr M Milburn
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