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Ref: DWN/ARE

12th February 2016

Dear Parent / Carer

Many thanks for your incredible support at the options evening which over 500 people attended and at the NAVYE parents’ consultation evening. When I spoke at the options evening I talked about always trying to put our students ahead of the competition, hence the new structure, and also trying to respond to the needs of our students that we had not anticipated, each year having made small additions to the offer following discussions with parents and students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following a number of discussions with parents at these events, we have made an amendment to our offer to include the choice of Triple Science in the Health block as well as in boxes 2 and 3. This will be done by including the Biology component of the course, which is largely health related in this block, the remainder of the course being taught in the normal Science periods. The difference with this is that students will have one fewer period for the course overall, but as we have increased the number of periods of Double Science to 11, this will mean that students still have 15 periods to cover the Triple Science course, which is what they have at the moment. The same selection criteria will apply for this as for choice of the subject in box 2 or 3 in that the student should have a strong ability in Science, a genuine love for the subject and a recommendation from their Science teacher.

There were also questions on the evenings about the Jamie Oliver and Skill force groups and their capacity to study RE. All students must take a mandatory RE component in their curriculum and this will be no different for these students, except that they will only spend a short time studying it and it will not be taken to any qualification level.

It is clear from talking with the students that there is much thought and discussion taking place at home around making an informed choice. Please remember that if you and your son or daughter wish to make an appointment to see a member of staff to help in that decision making process, please do not hesitate to contact the school and we will do our best to put you with the best person to help you.

Yours sincerely,
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Mr D Watson
Associate Headteacher
d.watson@saddleworthschool.org
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Saddleworth
School

High Street, Uppermill
Oldham, OL3 6BU

Tel: 01457 872072

Fax: 01457 870190

Web: www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr M Milburn
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